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Let your Light fo ſhine before 

Men that They may ſee 
Jour good Works, and glo- 
 rifie your Father which is in 
Haven. N 


7 SHESE Words of our Bleſſed 
: « Lord have relation to what 
went before; being a conti- 
nuation of the ſame Thought, 
and a kind of practical Con- 
eluſion drawn from it. In the Thirteenth 
"bem of this Eg He tells his Diſci- 
ples 
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; ples that They are the Salt of the Bath; 
thereby intimating their Character, and 
Office, to Seaſon the World with their » 
Inſtruction, to purify it by their Example, 
and by Both to ſpread ſuch a feet Ca- 
vour of Life to all around Them, as ſhould | 
preſerve Them from Corruption, and ren- 
der their Perſons acceptable unto God. 
To inforce this farther, and to imprint it 
deeper, He carries on the ſame Thought 
in the Verſes following; but under ano- 
' -. ther Metaphor, lively and elegant, as the 
| Former: Ze are the Light of the World, 
ſays He (Y. 14) to the ſame Diſciples ; 
—_- ſignifying thereby their Qualifications and 
| Endowments, together with the Duties a- 
riſing from them : They were to hold out 
the Light of their Inſtruction, Perſwafion, 
and Example, to an ignorant, and immo- 
ral World: that is, in the Words of the 
Text, To let their Light ſhine before Men, 
that They might /ee their good Works, and 
gloriſie their Father which is in Heaven. 
Which is as much as to fay; © Be ye 
« ſhining Profeſſors, and bright Examples 
of Religion and Virtue i in a dark miſ. 


« guided 
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4 « guided Age: But nor ſo much, for your 
« own Honour or Reputation, as for the - 
« Glory of God: Let Strangers ſee, and 
« admire your Work of Faith, and labour 
„ of Love, and patience of Hope, that T 
* may be converted, and edified thereby: 
But let the Praiſe and Glory of all be 
returned up to the Author and Fountain © _ 
4 Of all, to Your Father whach i in 1 Hea- =, 
ven. 

Having ſhown the Connexion of the 
Words with the Words preceding, and 
briefly intimated the general Meaning and 
Deſign of them; I may now proceed to 
conſider them more diſtinctly r ange, 
| in the GENS here a 


1 To bow what is implied i in the Duty 
of letting our Light ſhine before Men. 
II. To lay down ſome Conſiderations, | 


proper to inforce the Practice of it. 

III. To obſerve how far Thoſe Conſide - 
rations may affect Chriſtians in general, or 
ſome in particular : Concluding with a 

ſuitable Application of the WEIS to the 


„ Oocaſion. * £ 
. I. I 
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I. I ſhall ae to ſhow what is im- 
plied j in the Duty of * our Light fins | 
before Men. 

The Duty taken in its fall latitude, wich 
all it contains and comprehends, i is not ſo 
properly a diſtin& Duty in it ſelf, as the 
Sum total, or Completion of all. It is not 
only to be religious, but to be eminent- 
ly ſo; not only to be good and virtuous, 
but to be exact and exemplary in it; not 
only to be truly pious, but to be remark- 
able and conſpicuous in the Face of the 
World for it. We may however diſtin- 
guiſh between the Foundation and the Su- 
perſtructure, between Goodneſs in the ge- 
neral and a ſuper- eminent Degree of it: 
And ſo the Text may be conſider'd as con- 

taining a Duty diſtinct by it ſelf, namely, 
The Duty of being open and exemplary 
in our Virtues; not concealing or ſmo- 
thering our good Principles or Practices, 
but producing Them and drawing them 
forth in the Face of the World. . But I 
hall. not affect to be very nice and critical, 


in diſtinguiſhing the Foundation from the 
Superſtructure, chuſing rather to take Both 
* + rn i 


Fs 


the r of the Gre 11 


in; only inſiſting more particularly on the 
latter, as moſt agreeable to the Deſign of 
the Text. A Point of This Nature, if 
treated of in any meaſure ſuitable to its 
Dignity and Importance, may, I preſume, 
deſerve the Attention of any Chriſtian Au- 
ditory, and of This eſpecially; where are 
many preſent whoſe Education and Circum- 
ſtances give them a more peculiar concern 
in it, and are ſuch as will bear in the Ap-⸗ 
plication. Now, to cometo the Buſineſs in- 
hand; The Advice of the Text, to let our 
Light ſhine before Men, may be conceived 
to imply two Things. 

1. That we give ſufficient outward Proofs 
of being our ſelves moved and actuated w 
a true Spirit of Godlineſs. 

2. That we make it our Endeavour, by 
all practicable and prudent Methods, to 
implant and propagate the ſame in Others. 

1. As to the firſt part, our giving ſuf- 
ficient outward Proofs of our being actu- 
ated by a true Spirit of Religion, or God- 
lineſs ; This is to be done partly by the 
. _ Tenour of our Lives and Conver- 
. —_— ſations 
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ſations, and partly by our accaſh onal join- 
ing in any publick Services tending to 
the Honour of God, and the Happineſs of 
- Mankind, 
Pious and good Men may give ſuffici- 
ent proof of what They are, by the con- 
ſlant Tenour of their Lives and Converſa- 
tions. Indeed, a Man cannot be through- 
4 religious but the World mult ſee a great 
eal of it ; and every fair and impartial 
Judge will readily underſtand it. Humili- 
ty, Temperance, Modeſty, Friendlineſs, 
Affability, and other the like ſocial Vir- 
tues, will of Courſe appear; and it will. 
not be difficult for By. ſtanders, of any 
reaſonable Diſcernment, to diſtinguiſh be- 
tween real unaffeted Goodneſs and any 
falſe Appearances of it; eſpecially if it be 
accompanied with a religious obſervance 
of ſuch publick Duties as cannot be hid 
from the World. Of This kind are Theſe; 
a careful Attendance upon the ſolemn and 
ave Worſhip, a reverent Regard to 
od's holy Word and Sacraments, a con- 


ſcientious performance of charitable Ex- 
erciſes, 


* 
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erciſes, ſuch. as viſiting the ſick, feeding 


the hungry, cloathing the naked, and re- 
lieving the oppreſſed; To all which may 
be added any occaſional promoting and 
encouraging public Deſigns ſet on Foot 
for the Glory of God, and the Benefit of 
Men. Such Inſtances of Duty, if done at 
all, muſt be done in publick, and cannot 


be concealed. The World is the proper 


Stage for them: It is ſcarce poſlible for a 
Man to be as it were a common Friend 
or Benefactor, but Men muſt ſee it and 
take notice of it. And it is very agreea- 
ble to the Precept of the Text, for a Man 
to deſire even. to be tex of Men, while 


He ſets Them ſuch good Example ; pro- 


vided only that He diſclaim the G/ory of 
it, rendring it up intire to Almighty God, 


to whom alone all wo does of right be⸗ © 


long. | 
It may perhaps be objected to what hach 
been ſaid, that our Bleſſed Saviour, in the 
next Chapter, cautions us very ſtrictly a- 
gainſt Faſting, Praying, or giving Aims, 
x 109 a to be. /zen of Men. And 
| Wat 
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that He means a great deal more than 
the forbidding us to make That the only 
motive for what we do, is very plain from 
the ſtrict Secrecy which He enjoins in the 
performance of "Thoſe Duties: We muſt 
induſtriouſly hide and conceal Them from 
the View of the World, to prevent the 
very Suſpicion of our being ſo employ'd. 
How is This reconfilable with the Ad- 
vice of the Text, to et our Light ſhine 
before Men; and for this very end and 
purpoſe, that They may fee it? © | 
This ſeeming difficulty will admit of W 


very plain and obvious Anſwer, if we di- 
ſtinguiſh between private, and publick Du- 


ties: Which have their ſeveral Ends and 
Uſes, and are therefore to be conducted 
by different Rules and Meaſures. To 
clear this Point, let us take into conſide- 
ration the three Duties before ſpecified, 
Prayer, Faſting, and Alms-giving. There 
is a private kind of Prayer, proper for 
the Cloſet ; a ſecret Intercourſe to be re- 
 Igiouſly kept up between God and our 
own Souls, For This kind of Prayer, 


enter 
4 7 
4 5 
, 
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enter your Cloſet „and ſpurt the Door "Y 
and pray only in ſecret. 
But then there is alſo a publick kind 5 | 
Prayer, in the Family, or in the Chriſtian 
Aſſemblies ; the very End and Deſign of 
which is to implore public Bleſſings, and 
to keep up an open Show, an outward 
Face of Religion in the World: Here ler 
your. Light ſhine. before Men, by. your con- 
ſtant attendance: thereunto, and by all the 
outward becoming Tokens of A en and 
fervent Devotion. _ | 
The like may be ſaid for Faſting. Good 
Men will, for many private reaſons pro- 
per to Themſelves, undertake ſometimes 
voluntary Faſis, ſuch as. the World need 
not, ought not to be acquainted with. 
Here let the Rule be, to anoint the Head, 
and waſh the Face, n that You appear not 
unto Men to faſt, But beſides theſe. pri- 
vate Faſts, there are alſo. publick Panding 
Fa aſts of the Church, and occaſimal ones of 
the State : Here. let your Light ſhine be- | | 
fore Men; Faſt as you are commanded to 
* and let others know ' That: you do. 12 
for 
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for the fake of the Benefit They may re- 
ceive from your good Example. 
13 The third Inſtance is Almi giving. A 
| pions and good Man will often do Alms 
in Secret, for reaſons proper and private 
to Himſelf. In ſuch Caſes as theſe, ler nor - 
your teft Hand know what your right Hand 
doth : Be as ſecret and reſerved as pofſible. 
But there are alſo many p#blick Occafions 
for the exerciſe of the Duty of Almt. gi. 
wing : Here let your Light ſpine before 
Men, that They may ſee it: Be charitable 
and generous in the Face of the World, 
that Men may-obſerve it, bleſs God for 1 it, 
and take Example by it. | 
Thus are the private and publick Duties 
admirably contrived and temper'd together, 
Jo as mutually to ſupport and ſtrengthen 
each other. Were They all of a public kind, 
Religion might become Matter of Form, 
and degenerate into Hypocriſy, and Vain- 
glory: Or were they all to be done in Je- 
cret, the Benefit of Example would be 
Toft, and Religion would, of Courſe, de- 
* Cline daily, for want of publick Counte- 


nance 
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nance and Encouragement. Private Du- 


ties are, as it were, the Life and Spirit of 


Religion; without which it would be a 
kind of dead Ceremony, and lifeleſs Form: 
While the pub/:c4 ſerve to give the greater 
Gloſs, Grace, and Strength to the other; 


and molt of all contribute to the continu- 


ance and propagation of Religion in the 
World. | 
Having ſhown how we ate to let our 
Light ſhine by the proofs we give of our 
own Righteouſneſs, I come now 

2. To conſider the other way of letting 
our Light ſhine, by our endeavours to im- 
plant and propagate the ſame Spirit in O- 
thers. Example is of greateſt Force in this 
matter: And fo far this Article will co- 
incide with the Former. Only, there I 
conſider'd it as a Proof of what the Man is 
in Himſelf; here I am to conſider it un- 


der another View, in reſpect of its happy 
Influence upon other Perſons. Any Duty, 


or Virtue may be ſooney learn'd by Ex- 
ample than by Rule, This ſhows at once 
what _ Words would but imperfectly 


8 deſcribe, 
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defcribe. It is a Leſſon "PR" to all Caps- 
cities; ſuch as a Child may apprehend, 


and yet the oldeſt and wiſeſt may improve 
by. It is learned without Trouble, and 


ſteals upon us, almoſt without Thought. It 
comes in by the Eyes and Ears, and ſlips 
inſenſibly into the Heart, and ſo into the 
outward Practice; by a kind of ſecret 
Charm transforming Mens Minds and Man- 


ners into its own Likeneſs. When 1 ſpeak 
of Example, | ſuppoſe it to conſiſt in 


Words, as well as in Ad:ons, A good 
Man's Di/tour/ſe, in the way of Pattern and 
Example, may be as edifying as his Life. 
His ordinary Converſation, temper'd with 
Prudence, Sweetneſs, and Modeſty, may 
be very inſtructive in the main; and, even 
without the formality of grave Admoniti- 
ons, may be a kind of Lecture of Morality 
to all around Him. There will be ſome- 
thing peculiar and diſtinguiſhing in his Man- 
ner, ſomething ſavouring of the pious 
Frame and Diſpoſition of his Heart. His 
Candour in judging; his Modeſty in cenſu- 
ting, his Caution and Reſerve in believ- 


n 
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ing, or reporting ill of any Man, his Cha- 
rity in excuſing, or giving every thing the 
kindeſt Turn that it can bear; Theſe and 
many other Graces may appear, even when 
He ſeems leaſt to deſign it; and may be 
highly uſeful and edifying to as many as 
obſerve it. The due Government: of the 
Tongue, which is the Glory of a Man, as 


well as the Perfection of a Chriſtian, can 
be no other way fo eaſily, and ſo hand- 


ſomly taught as in the way of Example. 


But. tho" Example be the ſtanding and 


the moſt effectual method of diffuſing our 
Light, yet there are many other occaſio- 
nal means, proper at ſome Seaſons, to in- 
force and ſtrengthen it. Among which, in 
the firſt place, may be mention'd Exhortati- 
on. Which, as it is more direct and plain, fo 


2 


it may ſometimes awaken and rouze Thoſe 


whom no Example could move. The Office 
of exhorting, more eſpecially becomes Per. 
ſons of Superiority and Eminence, in Pro- 
feſſion, Age, Dignity, or Abilities; as Ma- 
giſtrates, Miniſters, Parents, Maſters, Gc. 
It may indeed be exerciſed towards Eqnals, 
C o .:-- Of 
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or Superiors : Only, then it requires a dif- 
ferent manner, a more cautious Treat- 
ment, and a more ceremonious Addrels. 
To exhort one another daily, ſeems to be 
the Duty of Chriſtians at large, the Duty 
of all towards all ; provided only it be done 


pertinently, diſcreetly, and ſeaſonably; with 


due regard to Time, Place, Perſon, and 
other Circumſtances. It is however a Duty 
very much grown into diſuſe, ſince we 
have fallen from the primitive Simplicity : 
Nar is it eaſy to revive it in theſe Times ; 
there being few fit to diſcharge it as They 


ought, and fewer that would bear it. Yet 
Thoſe who are really good Men them- 


| ſelves, and endow'd with the Gift of Pru- 
dence, may often engage in it with ſuc- 
ceſs, . and thereby diffuſe their Light far- 

ther than they can by Example alone. 
Another method, near a- kin to the For- 
mer, is That of Reproof. It is the Duty of 
Perſons in Authority to rebuke and re- 
prove Offenders; in ſuch a Way, and at 
ſuch Seaſons as are the fitteſt and moſt 
proper for anſwer] ing the Ends of it, vi. 
3 the 
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the reckinticn of the Sinners chetnſelves 


and putting a ſtop to the Contagion of their 


Example. Great Tenderneſs and Caution 


are requir'd in a Point of this extreme Ni- 
cety; tho' the ſame general Rules may, for 


the moſt part, ſerve either for Zxhortation, 


or Reproof, and I need not repeat them. 

To conclude this Head, whatever En- 
dowments, Stations, or Abilities a Man is 
poſſeſſed of, affording him means for the 
promoting of Piety, or the ſuppreſſion of 
Vice; theſe are all ſo many ways pointed 
dodut for diffuſing his Light abroad, and mak- 
ing it ſhine out with Luſtre, and to Ad- 
vantage, . The World has been much ob- 
liged to the ſeveral Religious Societies, hap- 
pily ſet on Foot in this Kingdom, for the 
many and various Means they have deviſed 
of ſpreading a Senſe of Religion and Piety 
far and near; by forming of Schools of 
Charity, by taking care of the execution of 
good Laws againſt Profaneneſs and Im- 
morality, by diſperſing religious Books, by 
improving and augmenting Parochial Li- 
braries , by ſending out Miſſionaries into 


foreign 
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foreign Parts, to propagate the Goſpel, and 
by ſundry other commendable Services too 
long to be mention'd. In a word, what- 
ever Ways and Means can be thought on 
for inſtructing, converting, or improving 
preſent, or future Generations; all are re- 
ferred to this Head, and fall under the 
Precept of the Text to ler our Light ſhine 
before Men. Having thus ſtated and clear- 
ed the Duty; I now proceed to my ſecond 
222 Head, 


— 


ll. To lay down ſome Conſiderations, 
proper to inforce the Practice of it. 
And theſe are Three: The Glory of 
God, the publick Good, and our own 
particular Intereſt in a Life to come. 

1. Let the firſt Conſideration be the 
Glory of God, which is the Motive hinted 
1 in the Text: That They may ſee your good 
| 1 Works, and glorifie your Father which is in 
if Heaven. It muſt be a publick and exem- 
plary Profeſſion, or Practice that muſt bring 

the greateſt Honour to Almighty God, and 
make his Name famous to all the Ends of 
the 
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the Earth. A private retired Virtue, how. 


ever ſafe and eaſy to a Man's ſelf, does but 


little, in compariſon, to promote God's Ho- 
nour in the World. It is well known how 
very ſhy and reſerved many otherwiſe pious 
and good Men are with reſpect to any out- 


ward Show or Appearance of Religion. 5 
They are apt to ſeek Corners and Priva- 
cies on purpoſe to conceal it; as if They- 


had a Mind to go to Heaven in difguiſe, 


and to ſteal thro' the Crowd into a better 


World. And tho' the faving of our Souls 
be the great Buſineſs of Life, and what, 
it is to be hop'd, we have moſt of us a 
real and hearty Concern for, in our fecret 
Retirements; yet it muſt, I am afraid, be 
own'd that there is too little mention made 

of it, even when it might be proper, and 
too general a ſilence and reſerve about it. 
This ſo cloſe and wary carriage in our 
religious Concernments is more than need 
de, or ſhould be; and is attended with 
ſome ill Effects. For, while bad Example 
is open and daring, and Solicitations to 
Vice, publick and common; if there be 

1 Not 
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not ſome exemplary Inſtances of true . 5 


ty and Godlineſs to confront them, God's 
Honour muſt of Courſe ſuffer, and the 


Cauſe of Religion decline daily. If impi- 
ous Wretches form their Clubs and Ca- 


bals (and ſuch we have been lately told of 
as cannot be mention'd without Horror, 
nor parallel'd in any Hiſtory; ) 1 fay, if 
They gather together, to carry on the 
Intereſts of the Kingdom of Darkneſs, to 
keep Lewdneſs in countenance, and to 
ſtamp ſome credit even upon the moſt 


execrable Blaſphemies ; it concerns every, 
good Man, on the other hand, to be zea- 


f 


lous for God's Honour in the Face of the 


World, in order to give the greater Life 
and Vigour to Religion, and to make the 
Adverſary, at length, fink down in utter 
Shame and Confuſion. There is ordinari- 


Iṕy that Force in Truth, and in a juſt and 
righteous Cauſe, that while Men ſtand up 
for it with Reſolution, and Conſtancy, They 


are in a manner ſecure of triumphing over 


all its Oppoſers. But 
2. As 


„ 
4 


de Save of the Sede : 
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2. As the Glory of God requires this 
exemplary Conduct, ſo alſo does the Good 
of Man. This is not ſo properly a diffe- 
rent Topick from the former, as the ſame 
under a different View. For, whatever 


tends to make Men wiſer and better, does 
in the ſame degree tend to the Further- 
ance of God's Glory; which is then at the 
higheſt when the greateſt numbers join in 
celebrating his Name. Now, that the ex- 
emplary Lives and Services of good Men 


4 


are of great Force and Efficacy to con- 


vince and convert others, is too plain a 
Thing to need many Words; and it has 
been already hinted. Let thoſe therefore 


who have learn'd the true Art of Living, 


come abroad, and practiſe in the View of 
a World. However highly ſome may 

ſpeak of the Contemplative, and Devot io- 
nal Life, it ſeems to be the perfection of 
thoſe only who either have no call to, or 
are too weak and unfurniſh'd for, the Ae. 
tive. Such as live like Anchorets in a 
Cell, or a Cloyſter, may do well in ſome 
particular Cicumſtances, when their Ser- 
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vice is not waned," 0 or would be Cnidlels: 

But theſe are not the Men to whom the 
World muſt be indebted for the Example 
of holy Living. They are too private to 
be ſeen, and too ſingular in their way 


for the generality of Men to take their 
Rules and Meaſures from. Men muſt be 
taught to be religious and virtuous after 
another method, or not at all; there be- 


ing few, in compariſon, whoſe Circum- 


ſtances will admit of ſuch Abſtraction and 
Retirement. They muſt be taught how to 
be much in Company, and to be religious 

all the while; how to converſe daily with 
the World, without being corrupted there- 
by; how to diſpatch Buſineſs, and manage 
the Affairs of Life, ſtill preſerving their 


Integrity, and keeping up a real and hear- 
ty Senſe of true Godlineſs and Piety. Ex- 


amples of this kind are highly neceſſary, 
and of all the moſt uſeful. From ſuch the 


fooliſh may learn Wiſdom, and the wick- 
ed be wrought over to virtuous and godly 


Living; from them the intemperate may 


learn * the unclean Chaſtity, the 
OP * 


/ * * 
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proud and bigh-minded Modeſty and Hu- 
mility, the diſſolute and profane Recol - 
lection and Gravity. Theſe Things muſt 
be learn'd, not from ' Recluſes, but from 


( * 


Men of publick Life and Character, that 


mingle with the Crowd, and act their Parts 


upon the Stage of the World. Thus liv'd 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles; thus alſo 'Fobs 
the Baptiſt, for the latter part of his Life, | 


to ſhow that his former had not been ſpent 
in vain. For, tho' it be neceſſary to retire 
| ſometimes, for the ſake of Im provement z 
yet the Deſign of ſuch Improvement is, in 


pare and qualify us for a more publick 


a great meaſure, loſt, if it does not pre- 


Life, or publick Services, whenever we ſhall 
be called to them: That ſo the: World 


and take their Pattern and Direction from 
3. To this I muſt add, Thirdly, a far- 
ther Conſideration, drawn from our own 
particular Intereſt in a Life to come. Such 
as turn many to Righteouſneſs (faith. the 


. Prophet) Mall ſhine as the Stars for ever 
Da . and. 


may have the Benefit of our Improvements, | 
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# 
=: 
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8 ever, Dan. Xii. 3. And our Bleſſed 
Lord hath ſaid; #hoſoever ſhall confeſs me 
are Men, him will I alſo confeſs before 
Father which is in Heaven, Matt. x. 
32. And in another place, hoſoe ver ſhall 
1 me before Men, him ſhall the Son 
of Man ' alſo” confeſs before the Angels of 
God, Luke xii. 8. There is ſome uncom- 
nion Happineſs in reſerve, ſome exceeding, 
as well as eternal, weight of Glory laid up 
for Thoſe, who make it their more eſpe- 
cial Care to ſtand up againſt a Deluge of 
Iniquity, Hereſy, or Profaneneſs; and by RR 
their exemplary, Labours and Endeavours, 
do their beſt to confront and / ſhame a 
wicked World. Troubles and Difficulties 
there are, great and many, in doing it (as 
in all glorious Enterprizes) and they in- 
hance its Value, and heighten the Re- 
ward. And let this ſuffice by way of Mo- 
tive to the Duty laid gown in the Text. 


I proceed, 


m. Thirdly, to obſerve how far theſe 


Rae may affect Chriſtians | in ge- 
* 


15 


"The Soxs of the CLAN 
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| neral, « or r ſome in particular : where I mall 
conclude with a ſuitable Application of the 
whole to the preſent Occaſion. | _ = 


The Duty here recommended, more or 


leſs, concerns all Chriſtjans. For, there 
no.one ſo mean or low but may ſet a Gf 
Example, and in ſome meaſure promote 
the Intereſts of Religion, ſuitably to the 
Station, whatever it be, wherein God has 
plac'd Him. But more particularly does 
the Precept of the Text concern thoſe who 


are ſet upon a Hill; Perſons of Quality and | 


High Station, who move in a larger Sphere 
and are able to do much by their Coun- 
tenance, Intereſt, and Authority. Nothi 


can ſooner or more effectually Map 


Virtue and Piety than illuſtrious and great 


Examples. This is the way to bring Reli- 


gion into Vogue, and to render it genteel 
and faſhionable; which is a conſiderable 


Advantage to it, Vice, in itſelf vile and o- 
dious, will by this means become more and 


more deſpicable. Many will grow perfect. 
ly aſham'd of it, while they ſee none but 


the inferior Rank giving in to it. They 


n 
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70 put on th outward Garb of Sanity 


(at leaſt) as a part of good Breeding, and a 
Gentlemanly Accompliſhment. And though 
it ſhould ſometimes riſe no higher than 
refin d ' Hypocriſy; yet even That may 
we its uſe, and be of much better Con- 
* in reſpect of Example, than open 
rofaneue ſt. But we may reaſonably hope 
that good and great Examples would ſtrike 
much deeper into the Hearts of many; and 
by degrees ſpread a real and hearty Senſe 


= + 


of Religion and Piety through the King: 


| dom. 


After Perſons of bigh Station and Au- 
thority, i in Church or State, the Clergy in 
general may be mention'd, as Men particu- 

ly concern'd in the Advice of the Text. 

ey are in a ſpecial manner ſet up for 
Lights of the World, for Enſamples and 
Patterns to others. It is their Profeſſion 
Buſineſs to promote Virtue, and re- 
wke Vice; to maintain God's Honour, and 


| to keep up 4 Senſe and Face of Religion 
in the World. It cannot be thought pre- 


falls ir in them, however it might in 0- 
| thers, 


L _ * 
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thers, to ſtand up for God and Religion. 
A more than ordinary Zeal for God's Glo- 
ry» a devont Earneſtneſs in Prayer, a reli- 
gious Gravity, and even great Appearances 
of Sanity, at proper Seaſons, ſuch as might 
| look like Oſtentation in others, may be 
becoming and graceful in them, when join- 
ed with a good Life. Indeed, it is no more 
than what their high Office and ſacred 
Character demand of them, ſuitable to that 
peculiar Relation they bear to God, and 
to the Work which they are ſent 75 a, 
that of reforming the World. 

From the Clergy I deſcend, with plea- 


ſure, to the Clergy's Sons, here met to- 


gether; and making a becoming, and ve- 


nerable Appearance upon this our ſolemn. 
Feſtival. Surely They alſo are raiſed up for 
Lights of the World. God hath: this Day 
called us to his holy Sanctuary, ſingled us 
out from City and Countrey, from remote 
and diſtant Retirements, to appear in one 
collective Body, and in the View of the 
World. Now is the Time to It aur Light 
ſhine before Men, while their Eyes are up- 
.on 
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on us, and they are expecting to /ee — 
good Works, that they may glorify our 
Father which is in Heaven. You are an 
Holy Seed, ſanctify'd from your Birth, and 
eminently conſecrated. to the Service and 
Glory of God. Your Education is a far- 
tber privilege; you have been bred up 
within the Verge of the Tabernacle, a- 
midſt holy Offices, under the ' Nurture 
and Admonition, the Example and the 
Benediction of the ſacred Calling. Let it 
de ſeen by our Lives and Converſations, 
under whoſe Roofs we have ſome time 
dwelt, by whoſe Inſtructions we have pro- 
 fited, and by whoſe Examples we have 
been form'd. Let our . Manners declare 
our Extraction; and every Line of our Be- 
haviour ſhow the Work of ſome maſtery 
Hand. I cannot here run through the 
whole Circle of divine Graces and Virtues, 
wherein we ought to be exemplary, after 
the Pattern ſet us by our pious Progenitors. 
Your own better Thoughts will ſuggeſt to 
you more than I can find Words to 'ex- 


preſs. Three Things only I will take leave / 


e es | 37 | 


| 40 mention, whereby we may make our | 
r Hine, to very excellent pufpoſes. 
1. By a becoming Teal, for the Primi. 
tive Faith and Doctinn :: 
1 By our promoting I ort, of Charity. 

3. For the fake of Boch the other; byout! 
e on all proper Ocealiotis;'a feli? 
gious Concern for the" Ef abDnivar in __— 
burt and State. % 21 39. Nee 
Let us, in the) firſt place, manifeſt 4 
becoming Zeal for the primit ius Fuitb and 

Dorin: That Faith which was taught us 
by our Fathers, and whieh they received 
and ptofeſs d as handed down tò them; by 
a long Series and Succeſſibi of Biſnops and 
Martyrs, from Chriſt and tis Apoſtles! WW 
ate now called to 4 more than common 
Zeal for the Faith, while Acheiſin and 
; Dein make daily Advances; and Aria: 
nien, paving the Way to both, appkars o- 
pen and barefac'd..." It has been the Glory 

df our Clergy, our immediate and bur re: 
mote Progenitors, that they ever held in 
Veneration the myſterious Doctriie of 
the ever Bleſſed "Trinity: Wulen Sorin. 
4111 3 | aniſm, 
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aniſn, ſome Years ago, made large deps . 
and loud Triumphs, very little impreſ- 
ſiion coud be made upon the, Curgy; 
who, conformable. to their Subſcriptions, 
Mill; adherd to the true Faith ,, [almoſt 
W without Exception... They knew how an- 
| cient that Faith was, and What value 
had been ſet, upon it by all the primitive 
Churches. Let it then be one principal 
part of our Care, and Concern, to copy af. 
ter thoſe bright Kxamples; by our conſtant - 
and unſpaken Zeal for the Anrient Faith: 
do may we approve our ſelyes as true Sons 
of this Church, by inheriting thoſe Prin- 
eiples which our Fathers preſerved as a 
facred Depoſſtum, to be handed down 1oò0 
their Children, and to Children's Children, 
and to all ſucceeding Generations, To 
deſert this Faith, or even to be gold =_ 
indifferent towards it, is to ſully our Ex- 
traction, cancel our Sonſhip, and to Sxibe 
1 our ſelves at once ont; of Bae, and : 
„ iſs; 5-7 1 op: 
224A * . ade 
ſhine, 1 is by promoting Forks of Charity. 
| 4% > | 2 * 
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1 x8 of the Crxxker I$ - 4 
This Subject hath. been Ghee ind: excel- | 
lently handled in this Place, and upon the 
ſame Occaſion. The Uſefulneſs and Ne- 
ceſſity of publick : Charities in general, 
and of this in particular, have been ſer 
forth in the ſtrongeſt Colours; and are, 
no doubt, ſo deeply: imprinted: in the 
Hearts and Minds of the Audience, that 
they can never be eraſed, or blotted out. 
Vaur Light has ſhone abroad from hence 
to diſtant Quarters, even to the darkeſt 
Corners of the Land: And both #7d:rws 
and Orphans, with as many as wiſh well to 
them, have often een your good Works, and 
glorified Joy: Ferber Nur is $4 ue 
for them. RV 1 1 
M. Aber Re Orphans habe: been; ever 
look d upon as very proper Objects of 
Compaſſion, and Charity. Their helpleſs 
Condition, and afflicted Circumſtances plead 
ſtrongly in their behalf: And leſt theß 
ſhould ever want à Friend to preir their 
Petitions, God himſelf has condeſcended 
to recommend their Caſe, and in moving 
Terms, 40 - and almoſt intreet 
| = | Ur 
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for heck: Now if dauer and ole, 7 


in general, have ſo juſt à Claim to our 


ing on; promoted and encourag d by ſome 


the whble Natiot. Theſe, ui hope, may 


Charity; much more thoſe of our own 
Houſhotd and Family; uhoſe Husbands, 


whoſe: Fathers have ſerv'd at the Altar; 


and ſome of them by their Integrity, or ge- 


nerous diſdain of mean Compliances, as 
thers by their ſufferirg for Conſcience ſake, 
many for want of Proviſion ſuitable to 


their Merit, have'entaild Poverty and Di- 


ſtreſs upon their unhappy Families. But 1 


theſe. and the like Conſiderations are ſo 


well known „and have been ſo often re- 


peated, that I forbear. It may be a com 
fortable Thought to us, that, amidſt our 


Sorrowings for the Ravages made by Ava: 


rice at Home, and bur Conſternation at 
the Advances of a Peſtilence abroad, there 


are yet many great and excellent Defigns 
on foot, many commendable Charities go- 


of all Ranks and Orders of Men, through 


in ſome meaſure} attone for a Deluge of 
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fill abock and more Bleſſings: al Mercies 
upon this Church and Kingdom. Happy 
they that join Hands and Hearts in thefe 
good Works : They ſhall not be afraid n 
the evil Day, but ſhall fand in the Gap, 
before the Lord, for this Land, that it may 
not be at th when Le ones to vi- 
bt us. 

Thirdly id laflly, to un Zeal for the 
7 erm? Faith, and for Works of Charity," let 
us add, for the fake of Both the other, a 
religious Concern for the Effabliſbment in 
Church and State. This will be ſecuring 
the Out. vuor be, and preſerving the neceſſa· 
ry Fences: which if we neglect to do, our 
Faith will be broke in upon, and tramp- 
led 3 and all our '- probialing: Fautida- 7 


# ©% % # 


and. 200 vgn 1. cf not remind. yOu. how 
much. theſe! depend upon the Proteſtaut 
Cettlement in the State. This in partici 
lar, Which we are now met to ſolemnize, 
is perfectly wrapped up int ; and muſt ei- 


ther ſtand, or fall with it. AnAnniverſagy 
Feſtiyal of the Sons of the Wk what is 
. 
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it but a Triumph over Popery, an Infule 
upon their Doctrine of the Clergy's Celiba- 
e, and an Affront to their Policy, and 
Practice? Who ſees not that our Ground 
is intirely Proteſtant, that our Charter ſub- 
ſiſts by the Tuaſant N and 1 | 
diſſolve with it? be 5 
As our Zeal for the Settlement i in Start 
is thus highly becoming our Place and 
Character, ſo likewiſe is our hearty Con- 
cCeern for the E/abliſhment of the Church; 
This is the Band of Union which keeps us 
in; and ſhuts Hereſy, Popery, Enthuſiaſm, 
and every wild Diſorder, our. Take away 
this, and what are we but a broken, diſ- 
concerted Multitude, without Order or Diſ. 
cipline, expos d to every rude Aſſault, and 
unable to make Head againſt foreign, or 
domeſtick Enemies? If therefore we value 
our Religion, we muſt look well to the Ea. 
bliſbment pf the Church, the only outward 
haman means of preſerving our Faith and 
Dottrine, N f 12 25 mene —. ta 
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Let 


Dee 


fag us therefore (my Brethren) de hene 


ty and conflant Friends to our preſent E-. 


Bath. 


finder: None can be realhj Friends, or E- 
nemies to Bisber, without being fuch tb 


Church, pave the Way, at a diſtance, to the 
Rain of the Saure: As on the otherhand, 
they that aim direttly at the overthtow of 
the Settlement, indirectly, and remotely lay 


a Frain for the deſtruction of the Church 
-alſo.. Church and State are vitally linked 
together, united in their Intereſts, and in- 
ſeparable from each other. This was well 


underſtood by our pious, and wiſe Fore- 


fathers; who, as they have, many ways, 
preſerv'd the Church, by their cloſe At- 


tachment to the Conſtitwtson in State; ſo 


< 


? 
; 


have they as effeQually ſecur'd the State, 
by their reſolute adherence to, and unan- 


ſwerable Defences of, the Doctrines of the 


Church. Let us, their Progeny, take Pat- 


tern from their Examples: Diſcountenan- 
cing, on the one hand, every wild Con- 
| . . cet 


They that ſtrike amimediately at the 
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ceit tit a (State's ;ſubſiſtingvithour!: amg | 
Me Church; and on the other, all Wai 
. 55 e detufive Hopes :of:a:Reformd Church's 
i 155 JF ee doth 
0 concludes mayevery one of us here | 
W % 85 deſcended: of the: ſacred; Dine take the in: ö 
KAlructioas of Solomon, for the Advice.wof'h 
8 - ther M Jh frur rholi ale Lord und Ab 
= 2 Aug and medaie nit with them that ard 


| "> We for Prov. xxivs : 21. ball; a 


; „ ein En: n bar ee l 
A e Sify 20 ee ol ic « er 8. 


; * 7 1 
Wi! e Wan © t 18 SW bas HIGHS "ous: 


4 


5 * F< r 5 +," 4» © g 4 ; 
3 16 Pn $3 IgA: 142105 it Hein 2119901 


1 EY, 2 | r 7 * R : | . 
_— Haw en tit i 1 5 5 bs 2 it ee, 
| * A „ a lk £4. 
. 7 e 125 La el | 42 
* Wa 10 Ys 3 ff 4 too! 12 nn 
EIS 4. 
* | 0 | e 


* . 32. e 3708 boxing; 


1 1 A : e 
0x7 27818 1 ok 9 % 11 01 N 


1 * | 1 135 44 4 - 
e 741. 44 71 I en 22 


I it 1 ban 07 a 
8 10.5 2011 
| At Sars 


= 3 
8 
— 
— 
5 
* 
ESE 


1358 21 $19; 11 Yd. 


8 wit ol dez2utty 
| [1 (2 1. * 8 
| 7 149111 dt C e 
ae 4 9919. 


—— 


